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A WORD 0 F 


7 


10 OUR 
ARATING BRETHREN 


whatever denomination , efpecially thofe 
¥ commonly called 


Be feechin them to ftirre up their Hearts to an upright impartiall , and 
85 confidering of their Wayes , in order to their giving 
. Glory to Truth as Peace, and to Taking bold of the 
ftrength of God , in this day of our own wr 


The chief points, theſe four 5 


1. Twenty particulars, wherein our Brethren feem to have receded dom 


Chrift Cruciſied, or the Gofpel. 
2. Active obedience to Authority, in things, by God neither commanded 


nor forbidden; whether a Gofpel duty? 


3 · Infant Baptiſme, feeming to goe upon moft mort and clear grounds of Holy 


Seripture and fan@tified reafon. 
4. Known fet formes of Prayer, whether an help to devotion in congrega- 
tions and families, much more proper and —— then Prayer by the 


| D, 
Printed by William Hall, Anuo 1663. 
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A word of 


EXHORTATION 


to our 


wry ar 


SEPARATING BRETHREN 


of whatever denomination , efpecially thofe 
commonly called 


ANABAPTIST 


Befeeching them to ftirre up their Hearts to an impartiall upright’, and 
unbended confidering of their Vayes, in order to their giving 
Glory to Peace and Truth, and to Taking bold of the 
ftrength of God, in this day of our own weaknefi. 


Rethren , heartily beloved in the God of love, Chrift Jefus : Hee, that 
| . now takes uponſhim, To be your monitour, is one that is peaceable in 
| Ifrael; wiſheth, with the Apoftle, Grace, mercy and Peace may be 


B 7 multiplied unto you; feeks not yours, but you; acknowledges in you, 


and from his heart congratulates to you, thefetwo moft Chriftian di- 
44 Y f „ firft , That generally ye doe feat an Oat all open debofhery & 
7 Profane(s. — That » when lately the right Chureh-Order 
and Conftitution in this Land, through the miſtake of the times, was either deſtroyed or 
brought into contempt and diſtepute, fomewhat neere a deſtruction, and nothing of any 
. worth Ge up in ſteed of it (as indeed nothing of any worth, but that it ſelf, could be 
fet up) Ye yet would not becontented to live at e, and out of all both realland 
feeming Church Order, as many did. Theſe dear Brethren, , are two fuch believing 
qualifications , pp ſtrict living, and great devotion to Difcipline, That would ye 
now, with theſe, conform and apply your felves (through the power of grace and — 
to the eſtabliſned way of rhis Nation; The advantage, ye might heteby bring to t 
truth of the Goſpel, to the peace of Chriſtendome, and to the eternall welfare of 
A2 | your 
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(2) 
your felves and of others, would be fuch , as no conceit can aforehand fufficiently 
make out and dee late. 

To the end therefore,ye may thus (through Grace) bleſſe bo: h your ſelves and others, & 
that the God of Ordermay love you the Sons of Order, yet more and more; Hee I verily 
believe ; bath Rirced up my Spirit , to lay before youthofe convictions of the un- Evange- 
licallneſs of your way ,thatto me truly feem utterly unrefiftable. For judge, Brethren, 
even the meaneft of you, whether that way can poſſibly be the right, which ſeems to have 
all theſe un-Chriftian things, moſt truly charged upon it; namely. a 


~~ Firft , That ye do ſtrike in with the Papiſts, in the moft venomous and un-Chriftian point 
ofall, namely, Their judging and condemning all other, or, their holding all other Chri- 
ſtians befides themfelves , to be in flate of damnation; and, feparatiny from them ac- 
cordingly. Thus doe the Papifts ; thus alſo doe ye. But that in fo thinking and doing, 
both of you, doc both doeand think clean contrary to Chrift Crucified, or, the Gofpel. 
Secondly, Your,rejefing of the Three Creeds. - 


Thirdly’, Tout uncharitableaffirming all the Minifters of England, to bedeceivers, 
Impofters, &c. | 
thly, Your coanting all, or moft Societies of Chriftians , befides your ſelves, to be 
the Revelation-Babylon: And to rhis purpoſe in your Arrowes againft Babylon, making, 
ickly ,fbortly, and, the time is at hand (expreffions in fundry places of that Book) to 
gnify a Tract oftime, reaching our times and even to the very end of the World; contra- 
ry not onely to the Truth, but alfo to the Scripture uſe of the Word, as well, as of 
all otber Books and Languages befide. tee | t. 
Fiftly, Your Urging People to judge for themſelves in controverted Points; which yet by 
Gods Word, are left to the Rulers gather’d together in a Council, Heb. 13. 17. Com- 
pated with Acl. 15. 


Sixtly , Your flighting of Prayer and Praiſe and of the word diſtinctly read, in the Af- 
femblies , as a Part of Wor{bip. 
Seaventhly, Your Endevouring to perſwade People againft all ſenſe and Rea ſon, That the 
whole Church, not onely iu S. Cyprians and Tertuhlians, but alſo in Hyginus his time, 
ws ignorant, whether the go. or 100. years before, Infants were Baptized ot no; 

When themſelves, or their Fathers, were ſome of thofe Infants. 1 
Eighily, Tout fimulation,pretending to Preach onely by inſpitation, when ye your ſelves 
know, well enough, that / ye dog it, not without much uſe and ſtudy and conference, and 
thofe other means and wayes , that other men take and uſe; And not onely by the pte · 
ſent Ineitations, Affiftances , Suggeftions and Inſpirations of the Spirit. 


Ninthly, Your making all Infants uncapable of any toom in the vifible Church, whileſt 
Infants. A piece of cruelty never heard of, from the beginning of the World, till, about 
200. years agoe. 


Br ag Your making no difference at all, between the Infants of believers and-of 
Infidels. | | 
Elevently , Your making both Jewes and Gentiles to be now, nes Carift, and the 
Golpel in a farre worfe eftate , in teſpect of their Infants , then they were, under Mofes 


and the Law. 


Twelfthly. Your allowing your felves in the violation of the 6. and 7. Commandements, 
by your endangering not the health onely, but Chaftiry alſo, of many, that ye dip: 
Thirteenth. Your making nothing of the general euſtome, uſage & practiſe of Chtiſtians; 
clean contrary to what S. Paul does. For he, in that folemne debate a bout being covered, ot 


une overed in the Publick facred Aſſemblies, makes this his concluding, and, as it were, 


ftabbing and unanfwerable argument; i Cot. 21. 16. But if any man ſeem to be conten- 
tious, Ne have no ſuch cuftome , nor the Churches of God. For his meaning even in the opi- 


nion of Mr. Walter Craddock, is this; if with all this, that I have ſaid, the conten - 
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tious among you will not be fatified, but will in the Holy Affemblies , the Women be 
uncoveted; and the Men covered; I have then to alleadge againft them, this undeniable 
and unanſwerable Argument, as being matter of kaown fact and practiſe, among all ci- 
vil as well as Chriftian people; That no where is it in uſe for Men in the ſacted Aflemblies 
to cover themſelves, and for Women to be uncovered. But moſt fignally true is this, 
among Chriſtiaus, There being not a Church of God any where that fo does. Now 0 
go by ones ſelfe, and in ſuch things as theſe, to doe and ptactiſe in a clean different 
way from all other Chriſtians, This ſure muſt needs be very great Arrogance, ſingula- 
rity and felf admiration at leaſt ; to fay nothing of the unchartitablenefs , and Impiety , 
thetunto conjoyned. 
This, Brethten, ſeems to be the true minde and meaning of S. Paul in this place: And 
if ſo it be, then Judge ye; whether your ſlightiag of the uſe and Practiſe of Chriſtians, 
be an Apoſtolieall and Chriftian thing or no. side Yi 

Fourteenth. Your reftraining the manner of Baptizing to dipping: Whereas 1. The word 
fignifies waſhing, affuſion, or ſprinkling, as well as dipping & immerſion and dowfing over 
headandears. 2. Chrifthath not appointed the meafure of Water, nor the manner of 
Waſhing; no more then Hee hath appointed is the Lords Supper, what quantity of Bread 
and Wine each muſt take. And as it would be but folly for any to think, that Men muſt 
needs fill themfelves full of Bread and Wine, becauſe it beſt ſigaiſies the fuloefs of Chrifi: 
fo it is no bettet to fay, We muſt be waſhed all over, becaufe it beſt fignifies our Buriall 
with Chriſt, Sc. 

Fifteenth. Jour teaching, that the Infants of viſible Church members under the Geſpel (or, 
That the Infants of Chriſtl ans) ought to have their Baptiſme deferred, till they come to 
Age; and, domg accordingly. For which your Docttine and practiſe, there's no one 
word , or example in all the New Teſtament. 

Sixteenth, Your deceaving your felves & orhers with Arguments 4 Teftimonio Negative, 
thus, We read not in all the New Teftament , that the Apoftles Baptized any Infants ; 

Thetefote they Baptized none. An argument no better then theſe; We read not in all 
the New Teſtament, that the Apoſtles did in their Prayers lift up their eyes to Heaven; 
Therefore they never did ſo. That they did ever make uſe of the Lords Prayer. There- 
fore they never did uſe it, c. A non dic lo ad non factum, non valet confequentia. 

Sea venteenth. Your turning Scripture affi rmatives into excluſiyes, thus; The Apoſtles 
Baptized Men and Women come to Age ; that is, fay ye, They Baptized ſuch onely, and 
none elfe. They Baptized in the Name of the Lord qeſus; that is, fay ye, In the Name of the: 
Lord Jefus onely, without mentioning Father or Holy Ghoft , c. Enarrations , no bet · 
tet then theſe; The Apoftles Ioh. 21. Did eat Fifh; therefore Fifh onely, and neverany 
Flefh. The Apoſtles did Preach the Goſpel by Word of mouth; therefore onely by Word 
of mouth, and did never put it into writing. Biefled ate they, that have not ſeen, and 
yet have believed; therefore only ſuch are blefled ; Therefore S. Thomas, who by ſeeing 
the Wounds and Scars of the Lord Jefus after his Refurrection came to believe; was not a 
blefled believer, exc. 

Eighteenth. Yourcomforting up your felves with paffive obedience, that is, with fuf- 
fering what the Law inflicts, when ye do not, what it commands. Bat confider, Brethren. 

1. That in all the Book of God there cannot be anyone believer named, not an 
one Word of God noted, Warranting believers fo much as to doubt or diſpute, shag | 
leſſe to difobey and condemne when once due Authority has iutetpoſed in things indif- 
ferent. So that not onely difobedience, but alſo mere paflive obedience , in tlw cafe , is ut 

y terly uo-fcripturall , that is, ſuch as has neither precept nor ptactiſe, not Text not fact, 
to warrant it throughout the whole Bible. lh 

_zly. That, whereas fome perhaps may think to evade the force of this Obſetvation by 
diftinguifhing about Things indifferent clothed with their Circumftances , and Things. 
Indifferent not-clothed with their circumſtances; We may ſute be bold to tell them afore~ 
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hand, That, this diſtiaction ſeemes but a mere Notion , or, a diſtinction without a diffe. 
tence; Becauſe One part of It appeares to be entirely wanting, There being no particular 
things in Common life, but are clothed with Accidents and Circumſtances. And there. 
fore, If thefoveraigne Powers may interpoſe in any indifferent Things, It muft be in 
Thiogs indifferent, clothed with their Citcumſtances, There being no other things at all, 
in Common life, fot them tointerpofe in. | 

sly. That Circumftances , though never fo many, if ſome where in God's word they be 
not certainely forbidden,can never make any Thing Indiffirent,Not Indifferent, or Unfit 
and Unlawfall forthe Soveraigne Magiftrateto interpofein , whether by Prohibition or | 
Injunction, as Hee ſees Cauſe. (If indeed the Unieperable Accidents aud Circumfian- 
ces be certainly forbidden, The Thing it felfe we acknowledge to beforbider to; Not 
in and of it felfe , but becauſe of thofe finfull forbidden Adhercfeencies. But no ſuch, 
we arecompetently eettaine, can be noted in any part of our Conſtitution. Anc forthe 
faulty Exeeutions, that be, Theſe are the faults of men, not of the lawes. ) 

Huy. That St. Pauls Rules about not giving offence to weak Brethren , have place on- 
ly in ſuch things as the Chriftian Magiftrate has not interpoſed in, neither by Prohibition, 
nor Injunction. For then no Chriftian Magiftrate had determined one way or other; Nor 
was there Any One then, ſo to doe. But nom; ( blefled be our God, who hath made fo 
many Kingdomes of the world to be the K ingdomes of the Lord jeſus!) The caſe non 
_ is farre otherwiſe, as in many Soveraigneties beſides, fo particularly in theſe our Indepen- 
dent Kingdomes of England, Scotland and Ireland. Adde hereuntor.That the Caſe, that St. 
Paul {peaks to directly and particularly , namely, Things offered to Idols, is now no where 
to be met with in the Chriftian world. 2. That To make Rules for Conſcience by Ana- 
logie or Proportions , hen therein we have not the Ancient Church going before us, nei - 
ther by knowne Practiſe, norundoubted Canon, feemes a daring very dangerous and no- 

sly. That the Word requires, not only Paffive, but alſo Active Obedience from you, 
In all theſe Scriptwre-wndetermin’d Matters, wherein the Magiſtrate by the word may in- 
tetpoſe. Now that in ſetling the Outward worfhip of God, He may and ought to put in, 
feemes competently certaine, as othe:wife, ſo eſpecially from 1 Chron. 25. ver. 1. 2. 3. and 

2 chron. 29. 30: fort in the fotmer of theſe places recorded we have a Plaine O:der or Act 
from King Da vid and his Captains, that is, his Councill of Officers; not only from King 
David, the man after Gods own heart, but alſo from fundry Ordinary men, his Commil- 
fion’d Officers: ( The Great and moft Legal Patliment not then fitting, this extemporaty 
Convention of Officers ferv’d the turne. How much more ought a moſt free, full and moſt 
deliberately-chofen Parliament fatisfieus. ) I fay by this Authority an Eccleftical Order 
is no fooner emitted, for prophefying,that is,for prayfing, with Harps, P falteries,and Cym- 
bals;But prefently It is mofi cheerfully and univerfally obeyed. The like ſubmiſſion alſo we 
find in the other place, given to the ordinance of Hexekiah and his Princes for Common 
Prayer, or, in the literal words of the text, for finging praiſe unto the Lord, as we now are 
appointed to doe by our King, his Princes and Parliament , in the words of David and of 
Ajapirthe Seer: forthe very next words are; And they fang prayſes with gladneſs, in thefe 
formes, and they bowed their heads and morſbipped. a ) 

Sly. That if Ye foffer nevel{o patiently and meekly , when Ye fhould have obeyed 
1 ſinne yet doth lye at the doore and upon the Confcience. Becauſe Impoſſible 
at corporal outward ſuffering fhould be any expiation of Inward ſoule · ſinne. 

gly. That, If ye ſuffer as Bufy bodies in other mens matters, then can ye not be in- 
nocent; not / by the Goſpel rule, take any comfort at all in your ſufferings. For, when we un- 
derake to Judge the laws, which thing belongs only to the law makers, are we not bufy- 
bodies in other mens matters? Sa | s 
sly, That, It feemes to be the moft hazardous and curious point (one of them) 1 


id 
> 
* 
4 
* ‘ 


5 

all Chriftianity, Paſſively to Obey, without being guilty of ſome ſiane ot other: Becaufe; 
Thereunto theſe two things are found to be of Abfolute neceſſity. 1. That, we be Ante- 

cedently Innocent , that is, That We be ſure, We neithet doe deſetve, nor have deſet ved 

our fufferings , by any our own Weakneſs or Wiekedneſs. 2. That in out ſuffeting, We 
finne not againſt any point ofChriftian meeknefs and Patience; eſpecially, That we ſpeak 
not evill of the Power, By and under which we fuffer;and, That we be fo farre from grudg- 
ing at our ſufferings, and from defiring by any indirect meanes, To ſhift out felves of our. 

Crofs, that we greatly rejoyce undet it. Whether thus It be, or, when It comes to ttyal, 
be like to be with You, Brethren, in all Reſpects, Your felves will make the Righteſt eſti- 

mate. 

9. Addehereunto, That in things by God in Scripture neither cleerly forbidden, nor 
cleerly commanded i. e. in things doubt ful and Indifferent, The moſt confcientious and 
prudent Believers have ever counted fhe ftate of fubjection, to be the hugely Happy ftate, 
thatis, That the Supreme Magiftrate and the laws fhouldchoofeforthem. For Hee,that 
hat the laws on his fide, hath alwaies fome thing of ttue teligion to wartant him. And, 
Taking things upon truft from due Authority, or, Preſumption in the behalfe of Authori- 
ty is alwaies the ſafet: Prefwmptioe? pro Authoritate Imponentis. And ſubjects ought — 
to judgeinfavourofthelaw: Swbdis tenentur in favorem legis judicare. And many the 

like good Rules there are to this purpoſe. | 

Nineteenth. Your Contempt of deductions from Scripture;Contrary not only to the Pra- 

&ife of our Lord Himſelfe, Mat. 2. 32: and of his Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 5. v. 14.15.1 Tim. 5. v. 17. 
18: butalfo yò ur own to; For, nothing ei her doe yee bring ot can yee bring againſt In- 
fant-Baptiſme, It being in Scripture no where forbidden) fave only certaine pretended 
deductions and Reafoningsfrom Scripture words and Phrafes. Forinftance , When ‘ye 
fay, Infants are not to be bapt zed, Yee draw it from Confequence, thus; Bec auſe there is 

no Command for it in yourfenfe. When yee aiirme the Covenant is not made with Be- 

lievers and their feed now, as with Abraham; It's drawne by confequence, Becaufe, fay 
yee, Abraham is no natural Fathertous,astothe Jews, and, Becaufe that Covenant was 
amixt Covenant, &c. When ye come to prove_, Baptizingis by Plunging, ye argue by 
conſequence, Becauſe the word fignifiesit ; Becaufetheywent where much water was, 
and went downe into the water, &c. And though yee greatly miſtake in all theſe and ma- 
ny like confequences; Yet this is full ad Homines, or, Againft your felves, who deny 
eonſequences to warrant Inftitutions, and yet have nothing to prove your own way, but 
what is by confeqence from Scripture. | 

T wentiet/>. Your wilfulnefs.Ye will not, ye fay, be perfwaded,that Infant Baptiſme hath: 
any ground in Scripture, unleſs ye may fee fome Scripture in fo many words affirming , 
That Infants were baptized, or, ought to be baptized. Is not this to ſay, Wee will not 
believe that God hath ſpoken any thing to this point, becauſe, Hee hath not ſpoken it juſt 
as we would have had him? Or, We will not teceibe the | er and drift of the Scripture ; 
becaufe the words ate not juſt fuch, as we thinke had been fitteſt? Ot, We will n@t content 
our ſelves with good grounds for the Practiſe, becaufe they are not juft ſuch grounds, as we 
would have? What is frowardneſs and meere wilfulnefs, if this be not? By the fame Arti- 
fice, yee may teject the Trinity, the Lord's day, and indeed every thing of faith, that is 
not in Scripture, in fo many and ſuch words, as yee think had been beft and fitteft. 

Upon theſe and other like confiderations, It was, fure, That One (almoſt your one) 
did yet, many yeares agoe, thus proclaime in print; The ſumme of All ,.writes Hee,that 
our Brethren have to fay, though they makeagreat noyſe in the world, is only this; 
That they can find in the New Teſtament no ſyllabical precept , or words of command in 
termes, faying, Goe, baptize Infants; Or, any full poſitive Example, where , it is recorded. 
in ſo many words, that Infants were baptized. All that they fay beſides, is, to quarrel. 
with our Argumens, and make fhift to evade the ftrength of them; But this is the only At- 
gument, and their All to ſpeake on. For, however they talke of the Covenant, and Fleſh · 
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ly and {piritual feed, and fome other matters; Yet this is their Great and moft ſueeeſſefull 
Argument. And yet it’s whole ftrength, is nothing but this falfe Principle, That no 
Confequences from Scripture are obliging, or of Divine — A principle carrying 
in the face of it, thefe three intolerable Abfurdities, ( among ſundry other. 
— Then, No One can ſpeak Divine Truth, but thoſe that {peak juſt the very expreffions 
of Scripture. | 
23. Only the very letters and Syllables in the Bible fhould be Seripure, not the fenfe and 
meaning. 
3. All Prophefyings ( commonly called Preaching) All Enarrations , Opening, Ap- 
plying and expounding of Scripture, ſhould be laid aſide, as Ufelefs, if not Godlefs. 
Adde to all this ; That the Way of the Church of England, which ye have left, feemes to 
gee upon moft cleere fhort and certaine Grounds of Holy Scripture and ſanctified Reafon, 
uch as thefe. 
t. Infants may and ought to be entered into Covenant with God, as upon other Autho- 
rities, fo particularly. Dewt.2 9.11. Yee ftand this day All of you Your Captaines - Your 
Elders Tout Litsle Ones, Your Wives--- That thou ſhouldeſt enter into Covenant with the 
Lord thy God. | 
2. When we feethe Lord Jefus himfelfe counting childrens coming to Him by their be- 
lieving freinds ,to be Very coming unto Him; We have fure ſufficient ground to believe, 
That He counts alſo theit Profe ſſing the faith by their believing friends, tobe Very Pro- 
feſſing. Phyſically indeed or, According to the Phyfical, ſenſible or decretive Will of God, 
This Profeſſing is the act of the fureties : But in Law (enſe or Morally , that is, 
According to his Moral , Intelligible , Legiſlative Will, It is the Childs own Act. 
Juft as when a Father puts his Childs life into a living , and ties him to take fuch or ſuch a 
man for his Land-lord , and to pay him fuch orfucha Rent; and if he doe not, to for - 
feit his eſtate; if he doe, to enjoy it according to the Covenants: Phyſically, All this 
is the Fathers Act, but Morally and in the ſenſe of the law, The Child is poſſeſſed 
of the benefit , as well as of the Burthen, as much as if he had both known what is 
done, and alfo had done it himſelfe. The Accomodation to our prefent buſineſſe 
is foobvious , that ſcatce Any fureneed to be holpen to doe it. For who fees not 
that the ſutreties, having Power and obligations from Deut. 29. 11. to enter the Child 
into Covnant with God, doesndeed{o doe? Engage him to take Chrift for his Land- 
lord as twete? To enjoy and hold of him, all the Benefits of the Goſpel, under the Rent 
of Faith and Repentance and the other Goſpel. Obfervations? If Hee doe not pay his Rent, 
to forfvit his living? If Hee doe, To enjoy it with ſutety and Higheſt comfort? & c. And 
boldly may the ſureties in the Child’s behalfe, proteft, That it is, His deſire to be baptized 
into the faith of Chrift., bec auſe every One may and ought to be prefumed not only Con- 
ſenting to, but allo defrous of , That, which ts 2 his Good; As this his beeing entred in- 
to Covenastwithhis God, for certaine is No ſmall Good to every Child fo entér’d ; Un- 
lels haply we dare be fo abſutd and wicked to affirme, That it is beiter to be out of Cove- 
nant with God, then in And, To be out of he Bofome of the vifible Church, then within 
it. &c. 
3. Inthe Inftirution of Chriftian Baptiſme ſome time before. Joh. 3. verſ. 22.26: and 
cha p. 4 verſ t. z: and in the commiſſion for Baptizing, Math. 28. Thete is nothing againſt 
Infant Baptiſme; Zut rather, Math. 2 8. r o. Roome purpoſely left fort it, bec auſe 
therein Detcipling by Baptizing, that is , by Engaging into the Name of Father, Sonne and 
Holy Gheft, that is, unto the true Chriftian Religion, is clearly fet before Teaching. The 
words, thefe; Beeing gone therefore Difc:t/c all Nations, Baptizing them into the Name 
of the Father and of the Sonne and of the Holy Ghoft, Teaching them to obferve all things, 
whacfoeverlhave,&c. 
4. The Baptizing of Growne Believers is fo frequently noted inthe New Teſtament, 
To fhew not the Proper. aod adequate fubjeét of Baptiſme, but the ſueceſs and mene 
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ihe Gofpel ; that, notwithftanding there ſeem'd to be in Chriftian Religion fo many 
urd and unlikely things, yet in very deed ſuch reafonablenefs as well as power was in 
the difpenfation, that fo many thouſauds of Men and Women, come to mature years 
and judgement, and ſome of then the greateft and moft judicious Scholars of the) times, 
did yet very readily and deliberately engage in it, in the ordinary way. 1 2 


5. Whereas the main things, that ye fo much vaunt of, and ftand upon, are theſe ä 


two, your perſonall profefling and Covenanting; both theſe (ſuppoſe it were lawfull for 


every man to chooſe, which way he will go, whether ours or yours every fober Chriſtiaa 


{ure would choofe to have his Children doe, in out way, ratherthen in yours; becauſe 
they may be done, if nor better and fooner, yet as ſoone and as well, in dur way as in 
yours. For, whereas the time, that ye would have young Ones admitted to Baptifine, 
is then, when tbey ate come to be of fo perfect age, as to be able wnderffamdingly to pro- 
feſſe, and fersow/ly to engage; at this very point of time, out Church (according to A- 
pottolicall inftitution and practiſe) hath ordered all fuch adult to be prefented to the Bi 
fhon for Confirmation, and afier that to be admitted to the Holy Communion , and not 
before. And whether ratifying and confirming their Baptiſmall vow, openly before the 
Chureh , with their own mouth and of their own accord,together with all theſe venerable 
acd weighty eitcumſtances, that are or ought to be uſed and ſtood upon at the time in or- 


det to their being confirmed, and admitted unto the Holy Commuion, be not like to 
receiving , as would atthe 


work as much upon them, and as much to prevent unwort 
fame time their profeſſing & covenanting, in order to their being admitted to Holy Baptif- 
me; let any one judge, that hath but once feen that ordinance di- 
ſipenſed (a) So gravely,fo ferioufly,& fo 2 as it ought to be. 


(a] Augufte , cu- 
So that the whole queſtion, as to this point of Covenanting and 


vate, fevere as the 


Profeſſing, is now come to this iſſue; whether a Baptized Child, 
15. ycats old, may not Covenant as heartily and truely with his 
God as an unbaptized Child of the fame age and gifts? No man 


ſute ofordinary Capacity, can be much to feek, which part of 


the Queitiontotake. Addehereunto, that oncealready it hath 
been ſufficiently made out, and, if need be, may be again, that 
„by thts Apoftolicall ordinance of Confirmation worthily admi- 
» niftced ,evecy Bifhop in his Dioceſſe, in all likelyhood , fhall 
„have really gained engag’d unto leſus Chriſt mote by farre in two 


, Orchree moneths, then all the Preachers of the Country , put’ema 


Now Bifbop of Sa- 
rum hath maft hap- 
pily expreffed : 
matter, in hy La- 
tine preface , te 


D. Hammonds La- 


tine Treatiſe of 


confirmation. 
togethet, ſhnall have 


7 done by theit Preaching, throughout the whole year. So great encouragement is there, 
,, andſo great an Obligation lies there , upon and unto all Parents, naturall as well as Ec- 
„ cleſiaſticall; whatever heretofore they have done, never any more , to be flight and Per- 
„ functory in th’s part of Paternall care and relation. 


6. Thofe words in S. Paul, elſe your Children are unclean, but now they are Holy; 
feem to be dire& and home for Infant Baptifme. For the true meaning of them is this 
fure ; elfe your Children are or remain Un- baptized, but now they are Baptixed, Fot, 
all other interpretations are refifted by the Scope of the Apoſtle, or fome other weighly 
confiderations ; fuch as this. 


The Holyneis, tha the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, isa Holyneſs proper to the Infants of 
believing Parents (of one ſide, at leaſt: But now no Holyneſs ir proper to fuch , fave one- 

ly the Relate Helyne/;, of being dedicated to God and Holynefs by Ba ptifme: Therefore 
this is che Holynefs here meant by the Apottle ; And, Holy, heréasmuch as Baptsxed 


Or, Dedicated to God and the Holy Chriſtian Religion by Baptiſme. 


Adde 


= 
Ls 


* 
‘ 


() 


Adde hereanto , That in the Inſcriptions of the Epifiles , Holy, ſeems to be uſed als 
togetizer in this powet. For what other Holynes may be affirmed of all the members of a 
Church vifible, befides this Relative, of being Dedicated to God and the Holy Chriftian 
Keligion by Holy Baptiſme? Rom. 1. 2. 1 Corgr.2. 2 Cor. 1. 1. Ephefit. 1. Phil. 
1. 1. Coloff.1.1. Compared with Spheſ. 3. 26. That he might ſanctify and cleanſe it, 
with the waſhing (or, by the laver) of water (in the Word, or) by the Word; that is, That he 
might fanttify & ſeparate the whole Catholique Church to himſelf and Purify by Baptif- 
wie, a$ that comprehends. 1. The facred Ceremony of Baptiſmal wafhing. 2. The 
Word, or, The Name of the Father, Son and Holy Choſt, or, The true Chriftian Reli- 
ions Into which , through or in the power of the promifes thereof, and the obligation 

erein laid upon Patents, ſo to devote their Children as well as themſelves, They are in 
vety deed Baptized and engaged; And by which , having the ſecret powerfull aſſiſtances of 
the Spie ahd Grace alwayes accompaning it, They are enabled to live Holyly » that is, 


according to the intention of God, in caufing them to be thus ſanctified and feparated to 
himſelf and Purity, by the Laver of Baptifine * 


di 1e Prolepfes, or Amticipations. 


f The former, this; not, but that, Holy, or Saints’, in other places fignifies other 
mgs But thatimthefeplaces, and 1 Cor.7.14. This is that power, which is mo& agrea- 
le. | 


The other, this ; The Holynefs , called fœdetall, or, of {peciall feparation to God be- 
ing fitted to the bottom, is found to be nothing, but this Relative, if not formally, 
et fundamentally, namely, when Children ate born fuch, as by the Covenant of Grace, 
ave 4 Right to be made vifible Charch-members (or, To be fanéhfied and ſeparated to 
God and Hol yneſs) by the Laver of Baptiſme, and in due time axe Actually treated, accord- 
ing to this their Native morall: right. | 


A fubmonition „or Item. 


Though Federal Holynefs (in the Nature of the Word) may ſigaify the Right or 
Ground of being ized, at well as the being ac lualiy Baptixed ; as one would fay , the 
Relative Holyneſs fundamentally , as well as the Relative Holyneſs formally; Yet and 
not that, is that, which feems mofagreable to this happy place, 1 Cor. 7. 14. 


Laſtly, whereas ye ate, many of you, againft all fet formes of Prayer; To all thoſe un. 
 anfwered, and iodeed an-anfwerable , Juftifications of them, that heretofore and of late 

have been given out, adde but this one Conſidetation, fo caly to every willing, though 
but very meen, underftanding ; namely, | 


That, whereas the great Ends of Prayer Common to two or three or more, whetheria 
Church or family, are theſe two, to Act and Teftify our dependance on God, and our 
‘Gomatusiok of Saints (theſe two, believing in God with all the Heart, and perfect chari- 
being the things, that, forthe new Covenants fake in Chtiſt, will doe any thing with 
Him and his Father; ) When once ye have rid — hearts of all prejudices, and, by Grace, 
have brought them to that evennes , equity and indifferency to both ſides, that is neceſſa- 
iy; we ſhall then make no queſtion, but, upon your due and ſuffi cient experience both 
vi the one and of the other way, ye will your {elves acknowledge , that theſe two great 
gracess 
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eraces, may not onely be teffified ; but afled alſo, and that God may be worfhi in 
55 irit and 2 truth (in the true ſenſe of the Words ) much mote Auch and — — A 
when all the Compan afore hand know what en and praiſes, they are to offer up to 
God, and alſo doe fully apptove of the mattet of them, then, when it is, as amongſt moſt 
of you, clean otherwife : as much as to fay ; when believers have nothing to doe , bur 
to fix their mindes, and to draw out their devet/on; Whether ig ail reafon , they may not 
doe this much mote certainly, having but this one thing to look to; then, when they 
have another care befides this, much more difficult for them, though if performed never 
fo well, nothing neer fo pleating to Almighty God, namely, For the mouth of the Com- 
pany to be, beſides ſteady ia his cogirations , fit and proper alſↄ ia his expreſſions ; and 
fot all the Company to ſee, that their ynderftandiog of and paffing judgement upon, his 
Elocution, doe not difturb and interrupt their Heavenly mindednefle aud devotion ; Whe, 
ther , I fay “both Speaker an Heaters, be like to anſwet theſe ide cases bettet, then 
onely one of them, your {elves give fentence. 


Aud indeed fomewhat the more con fſidently doe we make you your felves the Judges in 
own cauſe, becauſe of this late not un-confiderable providence ; namely. that one 
there is, who, being both very able and very upright and having till about four years 
ſinee, gone on very fatre in your way, has now at laſt, aftet due and long trying of yours 
minh wayes, given up his moft deliberate Judgement, as to this Matter , tm theſe 
„If believers , writes Hee , were but once provided, and as it were, fock’t with fo muck 
„ faith and Heavenly mindedneffe , as to defire to act and exercife their own Iuſuſed 
aces in every Prayet and praiſe and Woꝛſhipping out of the word of God, as Gad himfelf, 
rather then to hear others to act and exercife their acquired gifts, in making Prayers and 
en and Preachings #pon and out of that Word; if once they would but prevail 
with themſelves to lay a fide certain vulgar errours, ſuch asthefe , thatinthings of diffi- 
culty is the gteateſt excelleney » That fure andeafy wayes of Worfhip , cannot be the 
trueft and righteft wayes of Worfhip; that, becaufe fome caf?s of Men and Preachers doe 
requite thiogs of them, which they can very hardly, if at all peifotm up to the rule, 
that is fet them, therefore thefe ſute doe fhew the narrom and hard way of life, the moſt 
truely and uprightly of any; In one word, that hard and hazardous venerations , are the 
moft Heavenly and Holy venerations: If people would but perſwade themfelves, What 
is truth, That thefe errours are as grofse as they are generall, and, being obeyed tothe 
uttermoft , as killing and pernicious , as they axe plauſible and catching; It would not then 
be long, but, by the holy and happy experience both of themfelves and others , they 


mould conclude mith themfelves, That, as in diet the ſimpleſt and plaineſt victuals is al- 


wayes the moft wholefome and healthy and as in curing the body, Parabilia Remedia » as. 
oft as we eau hit on them, that is, remedies at hand and cheap and ſuch as evet one may 
have, are found to be the beſt and moſt effectual! ; fo alfo in chetifhing the Soul, that 
way of publick Worfhip, wherein every one that will, may jon in tongue and in geſtute, 
outwardly (Pſal. 95. 2. & 35. 28 & 63. Verſ. . 5. 6. c) as well as in deed and in truth, 
>, inwardly , Is that certes, which is like to be moft acceptable to God ; by how much the 
» more ſuitable it is to hat ſoever degrees and conditious of the People of Ged. ays 
To this; adde; 1. That the gift of Prayer (as they, that ate mofteminently endowed, 
with it, will teadily acknowledge) is not a boon dtopt into the Sonl from Heaven, eatire- 
ly , Immediatly, favour, and in one inſta nt; and fo one ſute Aigumect 


r power of grace and of the Spirit in all thoſe io whom it appears (as most fim- 
ple people by. little aud little have been think ) ; Boy OP 
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duftry , time, and unwearied Practiſe, as Preaching is. 
zy. That the main parts of it, ate, theſe hiee: | 
“rly. Confidence ; gotten by venturing , long ule , fucceffes ard encourage. 
ments from acquaintance and others , as well as from God. Second ; The fupeivening’ 
prefence, ot »quickaings , ftrengthnings and fecret heatinings of the Spirit; obtained by 
lifting ap the heart aforehand for them, by refolving to goe focth in the ſtrength of the 
Lord God, by teaching the greater cares for ſaying and doiag what may be moſt pleafing to 
God and moft profitableto the hearers , to Grive our theſe r, concerning Applaufe 
and cenſure, and by defpairing of any fuccefle worth {peaking of, unlefs He, ia his ſtill 
but effettuall way, doe, in the very Act, fupply us, minutely , with Aides , Divine, 
fudain and as yet not appearing. Third part; a magazine of Scripture , expreffions fot 
alloccafions (fuchas , be thou ourarmevery morning; caufe us to take hold of thy 
firength & e.) laid up in the memory, and, after much uſe, offering themfelves upon 


0 aos octation, eſpecially if ve have had time aforehand, by meditation to rub them up, and 
4 to range and diſpoſe of them in our minds, as we conceive to be moft decent and affe. 
cting. (for ſo certainly, even the moſt able of us doe alwaies defire ſome time for our 


preparation, efpecially if the occafion be more folemne then ordinary, That, they 
that make as though they doe not ſo deſite, doe but deceiveand cheat the ctedulous, 
as well, as defile and abuſe their own foules.) 4 


zly That one of the ableft defenders of the Way of the Directory, being pre ſſed 

on every ſide by a moſt able Opponent, at laſt very ingeniouſly gave out his very beſt 

defence; This namely, That he ſaw no reafon but Miniſtets fhould be engaged to 
Studyfortheir Prayers as for their Sermons. Thereby plainly acknowledging, That. 

| they are the Leafurely products of Humane ftudy, and not only fudaine Injections of 
Divine Operation. 


Aly That the Spitit of Grace and Supplieations Zech. 12. 10. is there fignifyed to 
conſiſt in looking at Him, whom we have pierced and in mourning for him, and for our 
finoes, that brought him into that mourofall condition; as one would fay, In Aéling 

faith and Repentance rather then in wttering fit expteſſions about and of them. And 
ſo we almaies have That about us, though we never have T/is; albeit our credit haply 
may be leſſe among fome men, yet our Comfort fhal! not, before the God of them, 
and of us, and of All, For fogreat and happy a difference is there between the fpi- 
ritof Prayer, end the gift of Prayer, That, As the latter very frequently is without the 
former, namely. in many Learned Heads and good Wits, but unſanctified: fo alfo che 
former is as flequen ly without the latter, in many poore unletterd, but very devout, 
and humble, and true believing foules. Not that we ate to take no eate, orto make 
little eſteeme of the Gift; But that in Prayerthe maine thing we look to and after, be 
not the Gift of Prayer, but the Spiritof Prayer. All the other Texts, that by fome have 
been applied to this matter, that is, Toafferting the Neceſſity of the Praying Gift, are 
found te be as unconcludiag and wide from It, as this in Zecharie appears to 
sly: That one great mifchiefe of the late tying all Minifters in Publick, fo Pray - 
3 ing by the Spitit, ot, at leaſt to Pretending foto doe, has been this; That thereby many 
a Godly good meaning Chriftians have come to mif-per(wade themſelves, that All ſet 
| | formes of Prayer, are not 284 une ſfecluall, but wnlawfull too. And fo in their reſpe- 
dive families, have ſet themſelves to variety and effuſions, moft- what fo very unhappy 
and unbecoming that the end has been, the great diflike, Regrette, and Bluſhing not 
qnly of Friends, Children and Servants, but alfo of themſelves too. Nay hence, that 
greater mifchiefe alſo; namely, When they ſaw they could not worthily keep up 9 
a. 
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Family devotio ns by the Gift, have kept it up no Way at all, but have let it wholly 


„ fink: to the great difhonour of God and Religion, and to the great ; 
Piety bothin themfelves and Houfholds. great decay of Faith aod 


é6ly That for thefe Minifters that in very deed have the gift in aay meafure, They ma 
uſe, and if they think it lawfull, ſben it too, not onely in their families : * the 
Congregation alſo, In their Ptayer before Sermon. And theſe two open exerciſes of 
it, togethet with that of the eloſet (the moſt proper place of all for it) may in all tea ſon 


be thought ſcope enough for the gift ro walk in at pleaſute; without encroching add 


growing upont oſe othertimes and plates, which due authority has othetwiſe deter- 
mined of. Efpecially, when now that is by moft granted which is moſt ttue, that God 
may, if not more earneftly , yet as earneftly be fought and wraftled with; by forms as 
by the gift. ‘| | 

aly That to be fo zealous forthe honour,and ufe of a pure Humane acquifition , as, 
for it, to venture upon violating a Den e command, namely, That for obedience and 
ſubmiſſion to due authority, feems a hardinefs favouring as little of prudence and found 
diferetion , as it does of faith and true Religion. * 


sly That, if a man pray never fo readily and devoutly by the gift, yet to Him onely it 
is gift, but to all the company for n, for as much tied and ftinted all they ſeem to be 
by Hw words, as they would be, if they were the wards of a Book. And hence comes 
it, that praying by the gift, hasbeen moſt reaſonably deemed to be much more fit for 


the clofet, then for the Church, or Parlour. For, in thefe, tothe reſpective companies, 


it ceaſeth to be ge/t, and comes to be form; and fo had as good be very form, known 
and acknowledged ſo to be. Becauſe, in very deed, nevera whit the leſſe is it, what it 
is » for pteteading to be otherwiſe. 


gly If any ſay, they find by experience they can be much more devout and enlarged ,. 


when they hear a man praying by the gift, then in and by a form; We anfwer , this 


comes te paſſe generally, beeauſe great prejudice they have againſt the one, and greateft . 


kindneſs for the other way. But let them be but ‘upright and uobended in their opi- 
nions , and then, as but now was hinted , upon and after due experience, find they will 
the clean contrary. | : 


To conelude, as to the whole, doe but honeftly confider, thar there is no end of di- 


— <a arguing pro and con, That, if a man will fer himfclf about it, Hee may have 


ome thing or other, to fay againſt any thing whatſoever; That the Itch of reaſoning, 
has proved the very (cab of Religion: And therefore , if in very deed we doe defire to 
keep the {park of faith a live in our hearts, one great care for all time coming will furebe 
this , to deny out ſelves in our boldnefs of queftioning every thing, that we can and have 
a mind to; and, when that, which feems to be truth. js held out to us, pteſently to admit 
= embrace it, though never ſo contrary to our former , whether ptactiſes or prepoffe- 
ons. 


And now, Brethren,thefe 2. Things, the groundedneſs of the way ye are perfwaded to, & 
the un juſtifiableneſs of that ye are petſwaded from, ſimply & fincerely beingJaid ro heart; 
ye will, we hope, now at laſt be very fam upon that great Legacy of Unity & concord that 
our Lord fo near his death, fo earneftly bequeathed unto us; and alſo take effectuall eate, 
That in this our dear & Native Country , That heavenly prayer of out dying Logd may not 
in vain be poured out upon and for us,, Namely, That they ay be ont,even as we are one. I 


in them, and thou in mee, that they may be made perfect in one, ei y iv, into or in one thing 
or 
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Dear Brethren your moft affe 
| a nate and daily Servant at the 
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